Submission opposing Dunn’s Creek Road within Fernleigh Park Estate 

To the General Manager and QPRC Councillors

I am a resident of the Fernleigh Park area, which encompasses both Fernleigh Park Estate and neighbours along Old Cooma Road between Googong Road and Wells Road.  I am writing to oppose any alignment of Dunns Creek Road through this area, specifically Options 2A, 2B and 2C.

In 2009 and again in 2015, the then Queanbeyan Council identified Option 5 as the
preferred route for Dunn’s Creek Road. No action was undertaken to make this a ‘paper
road’, and this enabled part of the preferred route to become a Biodiversity
Stewardship site. There was never any suggestion of a road in Fernleigh Park area, nor was 
there any plan to purchase land from the landholders.

Environa is identified in the South Jerrabomberra Jobs Precinct Plan (2022) Stage 4 to be a 
non-residential data, defence, cyber security complex. Establishing Dunn’s Creek Road 
through or alongside Fernleigh Park to link into the proposed Stage 4 is anticipated to
 provide a significant financial profit to QPRC and developers who have already expressed 
interest.

Just like every other Australian, Fernleigh Park area residents have every right to live in their homes.  This feels like a David and Goliath fight!

My opposition to any new road traversing Fernleigh Park area includes:

1. Social Impacts
· Each of the Options 2A, 2B and 2C would require that a group of Fernleigh Park area residents would face losing their homes, portions of their land and their community.  Residents of Fernleigh Park area chose to live in this semi-rural area for the peace and quiet, the environment and the community. The former grazing landscape has overall been returned to a natural and biodiverse environment.
· Significant distress amongst residents who may potentially be displaced in addition to significant distress within the community as a whole
· As a community, we value the sense of community, whether using the Community Hall for social, exercise or community groups; long-lasting friendships and neighbours; benefiting from the Landcare tree plantings (more than 10,000); the natural and diverse flora and fauna; the peace of the area
· It is well documented (dphi.nsw.gov.au, 2026) that:
· land use changes affect both community character and sense of place
· Increased dust and noise will affect the wellbeing and health of the local community and its surroundings 
· Any alteration to traffic routes will reduce residents’ ability to move around within their local community 
· The impact on both tangible and intangible values would be the sense of belonging, rural character, community cohesion and community resilience 
· The social impact is immense, but is not given due consideration in the Stantec paper other than a superficial consideration of road noise


2. Impact on properties and dwellings

· All Fernleigh Park area options would require significant property acquisition, eg for Option 2a, whilst one home might be immediately bulldozed, there are a further thirteen (13) dwellings which will be significantly impacted.  For some residents, the proximity of a road may go through their front or back yard which would make the dwelling unliveable. 

Whilst the Stantec options paper (Table 8-12, page 111) states the following,  
	Option 2A: 17 lots intersected, 13 containing buildings, 1 dwelling directly impacted
Option 2B: 23 lots intersected, 14 containing buildings, 1 dwelling directly impacted
Option 2C: 15 lots intersected, 4 containing buildings, 1 dwelling directly impacted


the impact on homes is understated and misleading in the Stantec summary analysis of dwellings/buildings. These impacts represent real disruption and distress for affected landowners, disproportionate to the modest traffic benefit these options deliver compared to lower-cost alternatives.

· Poor value for money 
Fernleigh Park area options deliver poor Benefit-Cost Ratios relative to their cost:
- Option 2A: $258.5 million	BCR 1.13 (single lane)
- Option 2B: $382.6 million	BCR 0.55 (single lane)
- Option 2C: $350 million	BCR 0.19 (single lane)

The No Dunns Creek Road South option estimate is $9.94 million, with BCR 4.51, which is the best value-for-money outcome of any option assessed. I do not believe Council can justify spending between 26 and 38 times more on a Fernleigh Park area alignment when a far cheaper option delivers substantially greater net benefit.

3.  Loss of amenity and increased noise
The Stantec Options report (2026) estimates noise impacts from minor–moderate (Option 2B) to large (Option 2C) for Fernleigh Park area. Even the least-worst option (2A) still introduces a new traffic corridor into a previously quiet, green area.

Any new arterial road through or adjoining Fernleigh Park area would permanently change the character of open space that residents rely on for passive recreation.


4. Environmental impact on threatened vegetation
The Stantec options review identifies that each of the Options 2A, 2B and 2C has significant areas of Box Gum Woodland which would need to be cleared (between 5.8 – 8.5 hectares each).  Box Gum Woodland is a critically endangered ecological community.

5. Environmental impact on threatened fauna and flora
A wire fence around Wandiyali-Environa Reserve aims to stop feral animals from entering the reserve. This year, two individual sightings of single koalas within the reserve have been publicised, with one koala videoed running on the ground along the fenceline at night.

In addition, the fence cannot prevent the pink-tailed legless lizard or other small reptiles, the Sun Moth or flora from traversing into Fernleigh Park area, which has the same ecological and environmental landscape.


 6. Aboriginal heritage
It is suggested that between 19 and 20 recorded Aboriginal heritage sites fall within a 100-metre buffer of the Fernleigh Park area alignments (Stantec paper, Table 8-10, page 101). This warrants far more detailed assessment before any of these routes could reasonably be considered.

7. Timing and strategic priority

QPRC traffic modelling indicates Old Cooma Road is expected to reach a poor Level of Service (LOS) E in 2041. With the increasing expansion of Googong past Bunyip Drive as well as further subdivisions in the Burra and surrounding region, the Old Cooma Road South Option would provide a much-needed asset at a fraction of the cost of all other options. 

The Stantec options review did not address the increased development within Googong township which would change traffic volume needs along Old Cooma Road North. The new public high school, two primary schools, childcare centres, a hotel and central shopping centre will have direct impacts on traffic volume by:
· Reduction of traffic on Old Cooma Road towards Queanbeyan at peak times
· Increased local job opportunities will reduce the need for travel outside the township



Request to QPRC (delete all those you don’t agree with)

1. Exclude Options 2A, 2B and 2C as routes for Dunns Creek Road Stage 2
2. If a new road corridor is pursued in future, ensure any option avoids Fernleigh Park area, and that existing residents and their homes are prioritised.
3. Give serious weight to the No Dunns Creek Road South option, given its markedly superior benefit-cost outcome
4. _____________________________________________________________
5. _____________________________________________________________
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important decision. 

Yours sincerely


Signature: ________________			Name: ___________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________
Date: _____________
