Dunns Creek Road - Opposition to Options 2A, 2B and 2C

We wish to state our objection to routes suggested in the Stantec Report for Dunn’s Creek Road that commence on Old Cooma Road and then run through the rural residential area of Fernleigh Park estate.
These are Options 2A, 2B and 2C which were never part of the original planning. These options target the most highly populated area on the west side of Old Cooma Road between Googong and Karabar.  They should be taken off the table and totally rejected as they would have a serious social and economic impact on what is a long established and close-knit rural residential community.
To begin with, as many as 31 properties would be directly impacted with some residents losing their properties and their homes. Many others would have a road running through a part of their property, most of which are small acreage.  Almost all residents would be impacted by the sight of the road, as well as noise.  Noise travels further in a rural environment and the report fails to acknowledge this.
Each one of these options would undo years of work by local residents to improve, develop and sustain the natural environment in the area.  This work has included planting thousands of trees and shrubs, restoration of creeks, creating habitats for all forms of wildlife, including establishing animal corridors. We would argue that the biodiversity value of the area is as high or higher than other options. 
More than this Fernleigh Park is a busy social hub. The community hall is the centre for local functions, birthday parties, weddings, exercise classes, youth activities such as Scouts, the mobile library and much more. 
We have chosen to live in a rural environment that is mostly quiet and peaceful. This is our forever home and a great deal of effort has gone into buildings, gardens, farm land, water resources and pastures.
Any one of the proposed road alignment options would do great damage to our chosen lifestyle.
We believe there are serious issues that the Stantec Report simply does not cover or grossly understates.
Dunn’s Creek Road would surely have a major social and economic impact on the community and many properties would be hugely devalued.  This would also impact future generations’ inheritance
The estimated cost is huge and would no doubt be reflected in council rates. Rate increases continue to affect the cost of living.
Previous councils and the administrator failed to act to have the road gazetted years ago. To penalize the people of Fernleigh Park and Old Cooma Road for this inaction is manifestly unjust. 
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